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MAUREEN BYRNE AND ALINJARRA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.51 pm]: I would like to recognise the passing of Maureen Byrne on 
Friday, 1 November 2013. Maureen demonstrated all the things that are good about the people of the electorate 
of Mirrabooka and Western Australia. She fought for a better life for all people in her community, while 
ensuring that her family enjoyed the many privileges of being Australian. Having experienced hardship and 
conflict in London through war and postwar scarcity, Constance Maureen Hatchley migrated from Britain, 
married Neil, and raised a family of four successful daughters and six adored grandchildren, who will miss her 
support and hugs. Maureen gave and received immeasurable love and was grateful for her life. This extended to 
an 11-year commitment to Mirrabooka Primary School as a volunteer mentor through the school volunteer 
program. Rest in peace after your illness; you will live on in people’s hearts.  

Alinjarra Primary School celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary at a family fun day on Sunday, 3 November. It 
was a great day when many old school friends met up and families enjoyed a range of stalls, rides, children’s 
activities and performances. I congratulate the school and the parents and citizens association for organising such 
a great event, in particular Melissa Joyce, the organiser, for her herculean efforts to ensure there were lots of 
things to do, and a show bag and a cookbook to mark the significant birthday. The principal, Lesley Meyers, and 
P&C association president, Nicole Denton, should be proud of their school as the day illustrated the school’s 
motto of “Friendship”, which is reflective of their ethos of providing a positive, cooperative, safe and caring 
learning environment. Well done to all those who made it a great day. It reflects the Alexander Heights 
community commitment to public education—a commitment the parents are willing to fight for in the face of the 
cuts to funding in 2014. The school is one of the leading schools in our area and I thank it. 
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